
Cactus Wren Newsletter – September 2008 
 

1

 
P.O. Box 183 
Green Valley AZ 85614 
www.gvang.org            
 

 
     SEPTEMBER 2008 

 
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

ELECTED BOARD 
 

 
PRESIDENT      Linda Nettling 
VICE PRESIDENT     Ann Seese 
SECRETARY     Elizabeth Farmer 
TREASURER      Rosemary 

       Johannesson 
DIRECTOR AT LARGE Ermaline Hannum 

     Jennet Parker 
 

APPOINTED BOARD 
HOSPITALITY     Jane Browder 

   Ruth Deobler 
SOCIAL      Phyllis Richardson 
MEMBERSHIP              Susan Bumsted 
NEWSLETTER 
  EDITOR                Donna Lou Hetler 
  PUBLISHER               Maggie Niggemeyer   

 
BOARD MEETING 

Fourth Wednesday of the month at 9:00AM 
• Next Board meeting is September 24 at 
Linda Nettling’s home. 
 

MEMBERS MEETING 
Second Wednesday of the month  
• Next Members’ meeting is September 10 
at La Posada Recreation Room. 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Deadline for the August issue is September 
24. E-mail Donna Lou Hetler at 
DLHetler@aol.com. Please include 
CWNewsletter in the subject. 
 
 
 
 

Fellow Wrens, 
 
As I finished my piece for seminar, I felt 
a tremendous sense of relief. Its 
dominance over my life had ended. 
However, immediately I was into my 
stash to see what I would be doing next. 
It is amazing how some pieces from the 
past just won’t do now. They stayed in 
the bottom box. The next two boxes 
yielded some change of order. AND 
then there were the projects from Guild 
meetings that I have not completed and 
would like to complete. My point is that I 
am wondering how many of you have 
like projects from Guild meetings that 
you would like to finish and just need a 
little refresher in order to “get it done”? 
Please let me know. 
 
I will be at Seminar during the 
September meeting. Elizabeth Farmer 
will conduct the meeting. The program 
will be a video entitled “Design into 
Stitch”.  I hope that you enjoy it. The 
meeting will be in our usual room at La 
Posada. 
 
Until the next meeting, I hope that you 
too have had the joy of finishing a great 
piece and have had a chance to root in 
your stash. 
 
Linda 
President 
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SEPTEMBER 10 – DESIGN INTO 
STITCH ANG VIDEO 
 
This 90 minute video will cover a variety 
of looking at designs and stitches. 
Among the topics covered are 
inspirational design, fabric paints, 
stitches and appliqué.  
 
The instructors are Jean Littlejohn and 
Jean Draper. Bring a pad to jot down 
notes and ideas.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you back at 
our regular meeting place. 
 
OCTOBER 8 – SCISSOR 
POCKET 
 
Pat Phillips will lead us in a project of 
her own design. It’s another 
eyeglass/scissor/laying tool/needle case 
– with a twist. 
 
In class you will outline the stitcher’s 
pocket on your blank canvas. A 
traceable pattern will be supplied. Then 
using a book of needlepoint stitches, 
you will select stitches that you would 
like to use in each outlined area. 
Suggested stitches will be provided if 
you run out of ideas. 
 
The finished piece is 3½ “ by 6½”. You 
may adjust your canvas size to suit your 
needs.    
 
 

 
Here’s Pat’s interpretation and ideas. 
These Splendor colors are S1027, 
S922, S1006, S807, and S943. 
 
Bring to class 
 

·  Two 7” X 10” pieces of 18 count canvas 
and one 5” X 7” square piece of the 
same canvas. You may use white or a 
color canvas that coordinates with your 
color palette. Hint: if you plan to use 
“open” stitches, you will want a color 
canvas. 

 
·  Five cards of Splendor or standed silk, 

or 5 skeins of cotton floss in your choice 
of colors. Shop your thread stash first, 
but be sure to have plenty of the color. 
Dye lots can be a problem. 
 

·  A #18 Kreinik braid to match or 
complement one of your chosen 
threads. 
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·  Two sets of 7” and 10” stretcher bars 
along with tacks or staples. Do not 
mount your canvas prior to class.  
 

·  A needlepoint stitch book, such as The 
Needlepoint Book, Father Bob’s or 
Brenda Hart’s Favorite Book I. A 
selection of books will be provided. 
 

·  Your usual stitching tools, including 
needles, scissors, laying tools, etc. 
 

·  A 4H (hard lead) pencil or a permanent 
marker pen for transferring the pattern. 
Also paper and pencil for notes. 
 

·  And remember to bring your creativity, a 
sense of adventure and lots of 
enthusiasm ! 
 
A sign-up sheet will be at the September 
meeting to ensure enough instruction 
hand outs. If you will not be at the 
September meeting, call Pat Phillips to 
register.  
 
NOVEMBER 12 – THESE ARE A 
FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS 
 
This will be a show and tell session of 
favorite tools and stitching aids. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring 
everything from hand tools and stands 
to antique and unique items.  
 

timely �������� tips  
 
Most stitchers do not realize that DMC 
does offer a guide to pulling a cut end of 
floss. Turn the color number tag to the 
back side. There will be a tiny sketch of 
two hands. Folow the sketch and you 
will be drawing out the floss in the 
proper manner and less tangling will 
occur.  

timely �������� tips 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COOKBOOK  
 

Plans are shaping up for the Cactus 
Wren Cookbook. But recipes are still 
needed.  
 
We would like to have everyone submit 
at least one recipe, so the cookbooks 
are truly a club effort. So if you haven’t 
taken the time to write out your favorite 
salad, now is the time to do so. Just 
send it to Rosemary Johannesson either 
by e-mail or written. 
 
Plans are to have the cookbooks 
available at the Christmas luncheon. 
These will make great gifts. 
 

timely �������� tips  
 

Basket weave was developed to create 
a smooth look to tapestry work. 
Unfortunately, ridges can develop. 
 
If working on interwoven canvas, the 
direction of the rows are specifically 
guided by the weave…up the horizontal 
threads, down the vertical. If this 
direction is reversed occasionally, an 
indent will appear on the backside that 
resembles a zipper line. 
 
Special caution must be taken on 
interlock canvas. Without the vertical 
and horizontal intersections for a guide, 
maintaining the proper pattern is more 
difficult.  

timely �������� tips  
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OPPORTUNITY BASKETS  
 
Once again, we will be offering 
Opportunity Baskets at our Christmas 
Luncheon.  
 
Look through your stashes and see 
what you may want to give up. You 
know…that project or threads, or goodie 
that you knew someday you would 
absolutely do or use! Put it to good use 
and donate to the opportunity baskets. 
 
It may be needlepoint, cross stitch or 
any other needlework item. The only 
stipulation is it is nice and complete. No 
throw aways, half finished projects or 
old magazines. 
 
Give any items to Phyllis Richardson at 
any of the meetings. Thanks for your 
contributions! 
 

timely �������� tips  
 
Multiple ply threads can tangle in the 
plying process if they are being 
withdrawn from the wrong end. Tangles 
result from plying against the grain or 
natural twist of the thread. Threads do 
have a right and wrong side. Attempting 
to thread from the wrong end can also 
be very difficult. 
 
Before beginning to ply, check both 
ends of the cut. Withdraw ply from the 
end that seems more open or as the 
professionals call it, the blossom end. 
  

timely �������� tips  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

CACTUS WREN CHAPTER 
 ANG INC. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT  
JULY 2008 

 
Checkbook balance   
    as of July 1, 2008 $  4919.05 
 
Income 
 Dues   $    14.40 
 Total   $    14.40 
 
Expenses 

No expenses        
         $      0.00 
  
Checkbook balance  
   as of July 31, 2008 $ 4933.45 
 
CD# xxxxxxxxxxxxxx0450 $1,630.12 
CD# xxxxxxxxxxxxxx0829 $1,086.91 

 
Prepared and submitted 7/31/08 
Rosemary Johannesson 
Treasurer 
 
  


