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BOARD MEETING 
Next Board Meeting is September 10, 2007 
at 9:30 AM at the home of Earla Swope. 
 

MEMBERS MEETING 
Second Wednesday of the month at La Posada 
Recreation Room.  
• Next meeting is September 12th with a 9:30 
social time and 10:00 business meeting.   
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Please send newsletter articles to Sue Swan at 
sueswan@msn.com or mail typed copy. Please 
include CWNewsletter  in the subject line. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hello Cactus Wrens: 
     I hope all of you are enjoying your 
summer wherever you are.  We had a nice 
potluck lunch and stitch-in at Linda 
Nettlings house in July.  Thank You Linda 
for your hospitality.   
     During these summer months, the Board 
has been hard at work.  With the help of 
Barbara Richardson we have been able to 
finalize and submit to National our new 
revised By-Laws.  As soon as we have the 
approved version by National, they will be 
sent to the members for you to review and 
then we can vote on them at the following 
meeting.   
     We have also been hard at work on the 
Standing Rules.  We are in the process of 
finalizing these also.  As of this writing, I am 
hopeful that they will be included in this 
newsletter – if not – the one in September.   
This has been a long hard process of 
meeting and meeting again and again.  Not 
to mention all the time spent on the 
computer rewriting.  I want to thank all of 
you on the Board for going the extra mile to 
get this accomplished.  I know it has not 
been an easy task and I applaud all of you 
for your hard work.   
     I also would like to extend a warm debt 
of gratitude to Mary Williams our 
Membership Chairperson for her hard work 
getting the membership records updated 
with National along with the local dues.  
She has spent countless hours working on 
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this.  She also has generated some 
wonderful new documents for the New 
Member Handbook.  She also has created 
a new form to be submitted to the Treasurer 
along with the Membership Renewal 
payment or New Member payment that will 
make it easy to keep track of these 
payments in the future. Along with those 
documents, she has created a new roster 
for our members.  Thank you Mary for a job 
well done! 
     I look forward to September when we 
will start meeting again.  We will begin the 
three month project with Mary Ellen Searcy 
that is an incredible opportunity for each 
and every one of us to learn color, beading, 
a different technique for finishing and 
anything else that may pop out of Mary 
Ellen’s brain! 
See you in September 
 
Dale Miller 
Head Wren 
 
 
 

 
 
September Program 
September 12, 2007 - September’s 
program will be the beginning of the project 
with Mary Ellen Searcy.  She will be 
lecturing to us about color so we can pick 
the beads and threads for this project from 
what we have in our stash.  Mary Ellen 
does recommend a Color Tool that Hearts 
and Hands in Green Valley carries.  It is 
called the 3 – in-1 Color Tool.  The price is 
$16.95 plus tax.  There will also be a 
$10.00 charge from Mary Ellen for the color 
kit she is putting together.  I have been 
lucky enough to see this and believe me 
you do not want to miss out on this 

opportunity to learn about color from Mary 
Ellen. 

�
�
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October Program 
October 10, 2007 - October’s program will 
be a continuation addressing beading on 
fabric.  This will be a small beaded circle to 
attach to the canvas, either the head of the 
shaman or the center of the bear.  We will 
need to bring our lunch for this part.  Mary 
Ellen estimates this will be about three 
hours. 
 
November Program 
November 14, 2007 - November’s program 
will be almost a full day.  This will be a 
stitching day.  We will transfer the design, 
outline the design, break up the design into 
sections and pick simple stitches and attach 
the beaded circle. 
 
December Program 
December 12, 2007 - This will be the 
Christmas Luncheon. 
 
January Program 
January 9, 2008 - Donna Lou Hetler is 
creating a "small" Hardanger creation for us 
to stitch.  There will be a sign up sheet and 
a small fee for "kitted" materials.  Donna will 
be aided in teaching this class by Jennet 
Parker.  This promises to challenge all of 
our "comfortable zones". 
 

February Program 
February 13, 2008 - We will once again 
offer the class on the Scissor FOB.  Many 
of us who were not here in July, 2006 when 
the class was taught are eager to try our 
creativity also.  There will be more 
information to follow on this class. 
 
March Program 
March 12, 2008 - This will be the Spring 
Luncheon. 
 
 
Linda Nettling 

 
 

 
 
 

CACTUS WREN CHAPTER, THE ANG 
INC. 

 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR MARCH – JULY 2007 

 
Checkbook balance as of March 1, 2007   
    $ 5921.21 
 
Income 
  
 Dues    176.00 
 Opportunity Baskets 168.00 
 Laying Tools     30.00 
 Spring Luncheon    36.00 
    
 Total            $410.00 
 
Expenses 
  
 Storage   360.00 
 Web Site   130.20 
 Newsletter     82.86 
 Newsletter Postage    39.00 
 Newsletter Envelopes     6.33 
 Christmas Angel    96.23 
 Spring Luncheon  737.77 
 Spring Luncheon Refund     18.00 
 
 Total          $1470.39   
 
 
Checkbook balance as of July 31, 2007 
     $4860.82 
 
 Committed funds   
 $      
 
 Operating funds   
   $4860.82 
 

 
TIDBITS OF NEWS 

 
 

 
TIDBITS OF NEWS 
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CD# xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx0450 $1,594.99 
CD# xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx0829 $1,054.84 
Prepared and submitted 8/6/07 
 
Donna Lou Hetler 
Treasurer 
 
Thank You from Earla Swope  
 
“This is the best I came up with to thank 
each and every one of you who called, sent 
cards, and prayers for a speedy recovery 
from my stroke. I am happy to report they 
worked as I have 99% recovery and hope 
to see you all soon.  My thanks and love to 
each and every one. 
Earla Swope" 
 
FYI  
Judy Burgess son had a horrific car 
accident this summer.  After Judy attends 
Seminar, she will be returning to northern 
California for four months to help her son.  I 
know you all join me in wishing Judy and 
her family good wishes and prayers for a 
complete recovery. 
 

 
NEW MEMBER ROSTER 
Mary Williams has made up a new roster of 
our members.  If you receive your 
newsletter by email, please go to our web 
site and print one out.  If you do not 
remember the User Name and Password, 
all you need do is send an email to Tom 
Armstrong asking him for that information 
and he will send you the information by 
email.  His email address is 
����������	���  
 
Please look for updated Membership 
information in next month’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES  

1. If both the President and the Vice President are absent from a general meeting, the 
Secretary will be in charge of the meeting. 

2. The President of the chapter or her designee is to be the only one to sign contracts on 
behalf of the local guild. 

3. The number of Chapter General Meetings shall be decided by the Board of Directors. 
 

MEMBERS RESPONSIBILITIES  
1. New members are required to have a stitched name tag within three months of 

joining. 
2.  Any member not wearing a stitched nametag at a meeting will be fined 50 cents. 
3. Local Chapter dues are $16; and payable by February 1. 

a. New member dues will be prorated  
 
FISCAL POLICY  

1. Balance in Check Book 
a. There are no restrictions on the amount of money held in the treasury.   
b. In order to maintain the non-profit status, money must be spent toward the goal 

of the organization.  The goal of the American Needlepoint Guild is stated in 
Article II of the American Needlepoint Guild, Inc. Bylaws.   

2. Certificate of Deposit 
a. A Certificate of Deposit may be purchased at the discretion of the Board.  It is 

suggested that the term of the Certificate of Deposit be for six months. 
b. The club shall keep Certificates of Deposit equal to one year’s dues. 

3. Administration of funds for Chapter events  
a. Money will be collected by the chairperson of the event. 
b. The chairperson is responsible for tracking payments and reporting to the 

treasurer. 
c. A report of all income and expenditures for the event will be presented to the 

membership at the first General Meeting after the event. 
d. If the actual per person cost of a Chapter activity (stitch-out, luncheon, bus trip) is 

$4.00 or more (less than the amount collected per person) the amount will be 
refunded.  

e. Per person costs for a Chapter activity will be rounded up to the nearest dollar. 
4. Reimbursement for expenditures  

a. All requests for reimbursement for expenditures must be accompanied by a 
receipt. 

5. The Board may approve up to $300 on a non-budgeted item.  Amounts over the $300 
will require general membership approval.  The Board of Directors shall present 
information about the proposed expenditure of more than $300 to the membership by 
an article in the newsletter and/or a discussion in a general meeting prior to the 
membership voting on the expenditure.  
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6. Donations 

a. A donation of $50.00 will be sent to the ANG National Scholarship Fund in 
memory of any member who has been in good standing in our chapter. 

b. A donation in an amount to be determined by the Board will be donated to the La 
Posada Employment fund in October of each year as a thank you for the 
utilization of the room. 

 
OTHER POLICIES 

1. FEATHER AWARD POLICY 
 A. A gold feather award will be given to those members who have displayed    
                      Particular interest and devotion to the chapter by their example and interest to               
                     the chapter.  Those who are eligible to receive a feather are: 
  1. Those serving on the board, awarded at the end of the year 
  2. Those who present a program/demonstration workshop 
  3. To any other eligible member recommended by the board. 

2. PRESIDENT’S PIN 
A. The President’s pin will be awarded to the incoming President at the March   
           installation luncheon. 
B. The outgoing President may keep her pin and wear it.   

3. NEWSLETTER POLICY 
A. A minimum of ten (10) newsletters will be sent per year. 
B. The newsletter will be available to members by the first Wednesday of the month. 
C.       Articles to be published must be submitted to the newsletter editor two (2) weeks      
           prior. 

4. WORKSHOP POLICY 
A. Registration  

1. Initial registration for workshops for Cactus Wren Chapter members only will be 
six months before the workshop date. 

2. Open registration for non-members of Cactus Wren Chapter will be four months 
before the workshop date.  All non-members will pay all costs plus an additional 
fee of $20. 

3. Deadline for all registration will be two months before the workshop date or 
 workshop teacher’s cancellation date, whichever comes first.. 

4. No monetary refund shall be made to any participant in a scheduled event  
     Requiring a guaranteed number of persons if such cancellation causes the   
     attendance to fall below the guaranteed number and there is no one on the  
     waiting list who will attend.  Exceptions will be considered on an individual basis. 

5. TEACHER PAYMENT POLICY  
 A. National or Out-of-Chapter Teachers:  

1. Our chapter will pay 1/3 the airfare and any of the lecture fee for national or out-
of-chapter teachers. 

2. The remaining expenses of the full or half day workshop will be divided by the 
number of students taking the class.  These expenses could include:  a teacher 
fee, meals, hotel, ground transportation, mileage, or other expenses. 

B. Cactus Wren Member Teacher: 
1. Lectures or half-day workshop/demonstrations: No payment will be made  

            to any member of Cactus Wren. 
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2. Full day of teaching/workshop:  The member has the option of charging the 
chapter her fee or to waive it as her contribution to her chapter.  If she chooses to 
be paid, then all expenses will be divided among the number of students taking 
the class. 

3. If a teacher must remain through the lunch hour, it will be the responsibility of the 
chapter to provide a lunch. 

C. 1099 Tax Form 
1. If the teacher fee exceeds $600.00, a 1099 tax form must be filed with the IRS.  

Two copies are mailed to the teacher, one to the IRS, one to the State of AZ, and 
one for the Cactus Wren permanent files. 

6. TEACHER HOST/HOSTESS POLICY 
A. The person hosting a teacher will receive a $25 gift certificate. 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES 

1. The following are suggested standing committees.  These may or may not be filled by 
an individual or more than one person.  Some of these duties may be combined. 

A. Hospitality 
1.  The hospitality chairperson shall meet and greet members as they enter the 

meeting site. 
2. The hospitality chairperson shall keep a record of those members attending 

monthly meetings. 
  3. The hospitality chairperson shall collect $.50 from anyone not wearing a  
       stitched name tag. 

B. Social 
1. The social chairperson shall be in charge of social events for the chapter to 

include luncheons and other chapter events. 
C. Membership 

1. The membership chairperson shall provide a copy of the Chapter Bylaws and 
Standing Rules to each new member and to all members when changes to 
the Bylaws or Standing Rules have been approved by the Chapter. 

2. The membership chairperson will provide a dues reminder to members at 
least 30 days before their Chapter dues are due. 

D. Newsletter Editor 
1. The newsletter editor shall collect, edit, and arrange articles submitted for the 

publication. 
  2.  The newsletter editor shall submit the newsletter to the web master for 

publication on the web, and to the newsletter publisher for distribution 
to those members not utilizing the web. 

E. Newsletter Publisher 
1. The newsletter publisher shall have sufficient copies of the newsletter 

reproduced so as to distribute to those members not utilizing the web. 
2. The newsletter publisher shall collate and post the newsletter to the 

chapter membership prior to the meeting. 
F. Publicity 

1. The publicity chairperson shall interface with standing and special 
committees. 

2. The publicity chairperson shall provide Green Valley Newspaper with notices 
of Chapter activities 
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3. The publicity chairperson shall provide Green Valley radio station with notices 
of Chapter activities. 

G. Immediate Past President 
1. The immediate past president shall provide advice and guidance as deemed 

appropriate. 
  2. The immediate past president shall provide historical background to 

reoccurring issues. 
H. Others 

1. Other committees as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors whose 
       functions are a continual requirement throughout the year. 
 
 
 

STITCH OF THE MONTH 
 
May Stitch of the Month  
It consists of 3 steps. Each step can be stitched with a different thread, a different color, or all can be stitched in 
the same color. It is fun to experiment with this stitch. As shown in the diagrams, the stitch forms squares. So, if 
you prefer not having such a structured stitch you should offset the square shapes.  

 

 
 
The first step in the sample you see here stitched on 18 count mono canvas was stitched in size 8 Kreinik fine 
braid. 

 
 
The second step was stitched using 2 plies of Soie d' Alger,  
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and the third step was also stitched in 2 plies of Soie d' Alger.  

 
 
 
 
 
June Stitch of the Month  

June stitch of the month is Flower Basket Pavilion. This stitch gives you the opportunity to 
experiment with many different threads and looks lovely on both 14 mesh and 18 mesh. If you 
are using a plied silk thread such as Soie d'Alger, I recommend 6 plies on 14 mesh and 4 plies 
on 18 mesh. I like to use one color for the top of the diamond and a very close darker value of 
the same color silk for the bottom of the stitch. 

 

I have also used one strand of Watercolour thread on 18 mesh for the top of the diamond, and 
then used a different thread in one of the colors taken from the Watercolour overdyed thread, 
and used it for the bottom of the diamonds. The thread for the bottom of the diamond could be 
2 strands of size 12 pearl cotton, or 4 plies of coordinating silk or floss. Petite Frosty Rays 
looks lovely too in all one color on 18 mesh canvas.  

If you are working on 14 mesh canvas, I suggest using 2 strands of Watercolour thread, for the 
top of the diamond, and 6 plies of plain colored floss or silk, or 2 strands of size 8 pearl cotton, 
or 2 strands of Elegance (similar to a size 8 pearl cotton) which is made of 100% silk for the 
bottom of the diamond.  

You might also try 4mm silk ribbon or 2 strands of Impressions if you are stitching on 14 mesh 
canvas. If you decide to use the 4mm silk ribbon, try to ease up on your tension a little. Silk 
ribbon is much prettier and looks softer if a medium tension on the stitches is used. You might 
also consider using regular Frosty Rays on both top and bottom of the diamonds on 14 mesh 
canvas.  
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July Stitch of the Month  

Ladies and Gentlemen, July Stitch of the Month is the Woven Braid stitch. I like the 
stitch best on 18 mesh. However, by bumping up the number of plies, or using a 
heavier thread or yarn, the stitch will also look lovely on 14 mesh. 

A. Use 4 plies of silk, floss, or 2 plies of a thread such as Burmilana for the first step 
(horizontal stitches) on 18 mesh canvas. On 14 mesh canvas, use 6 plies of silk, 
floss, or 3 plies of Burmilana or Medici. 

 

 

For the second step, (vertical stitches) choose a very close value of the same thread 
used for step one. Example: Anchor floss #187 and #188. It seems to look much 
nicer when two close values of thread are used rather than two completely different 
colors. 
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C. For the third step (bold black lines) a metallic thread would be an excellent choice. 
A rayon thread is another thread that would work very well in this area. 

 
 

This is the area to use a different color or accent color. For instance, you might 
choose a silver, gold, or a matching color... any of these colors would work well. 
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The Woven Braid stitch could be used on a mountain, grassy field, or lady's skirt if it 
is a large enough area.  

The stitched sample is Soie D'Alger and size 8 Kreinik fine braid. As you can see, 
size 12 Tapestry braid would probably fill the area better.  

 

 

 

August Stitch of the Month  

August stitch of the month is a Hungarian variation. I especially like to use the stitch on a painted 
canvas on which flower petals have been painted. Usually flower petals are round or curved, and I like 
to mimic the shape of these petals as closely as I can. My personal preference is not to use a square 
or rectangular stitch in round or curved areas. In other words, I would not use a square shaped stitch 
on a flower petal. This should give you some ideas for the use of this stitch. I wouldn't use it as a stitch 
on animals, or mountains, or trees, unless they were childish or cartoonish looking pictures. 
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I use 4 plies of floss or silk on 18 mesh canvas, and usually 6 plies of floss or silk on 14 mesh canvas. 
I say usually, because certain colors of floss or silk seem thinner than others, especially some of the 
darker colors. If you find that 6 plies are not covering the canvas well and you are using your laying 
tool, then bump the thread up a ply or two. 

 
 

On this stitched sample, I used silk for all the stitches except the ones printed in black. Because I 
stitched the sample on an 18 mesh painted canvas, I used size 8 Kreinik fine braid. Some may wish to 
use a heavier metallic thread such as Kreinik size 12 Tapestry braid. For size 14 mesh canvas, I 
would use size 16 medium braid. If you are using a wool thread such as Medici or a wool blend such 
as Burmilana, I would use 2 plies on 18 mesh, and 3 or 4 plies for 13 or 14 mesh canvas. 

 
 

 

Portions of this Website presenting information on this project may be printed or electronically reproduced by individual 
stitchers for their personal use and by ANG Chapters for use in their newsletters and Chapter activities. ANG Chapter 
republication of these pages should give credit to Stitch of the Month and ANG, Inc. 

 


